A Mechanical Teaching Template Script

The mechanical teaching template is my attempt to help disciples present a devotional or presentation of a text in a way that is focused
and helps the hearer engage in the presentation. It also helps the disciple learn a good and intentional pattern of presenting his or her
thoughts. The important parts of giving a lesson or devotional shouldn’t obligate a person to have to read a book on how to preach. I
think these points will help.

Also, I'm using the term “mechanical” for a reason. Some people have a natural sense of how to make a presentation, others don’t.
Particularly for the person who isn’t a natural, the idea here is just to follow the template, just doing what is recommended, putting
each part in its place. The result will be that even if you don’t have the inner sense of what needs to be said, by following the template
“mechanically,” you will still be able to lead a listener to understanding and application.

As you begin with a text you have to pray and ask the Lord to help you understand the point of the passage and make it applicable and
interesting. The text needs to be understood first by you, and you have to be convinced that it has an important application. Yet even if
you have this understanding and conviction, getting lost will keep your listener from being able to use the truth.

As an example we’ll use Ephesians 2:8-9 as a text. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of your own doing,
it is the gift of God. Not because of works lest any man should boast.

First, The Introduction. This is to capture interest. The introduction illustrates an issue or problem and most importantly shows why
the hearer needs to pay attention.

For example: What would you think if someone brought you a gift for your birthday, something great, but in giving it to you they
demanded some service or payment? That wouldn’t be a gift.

Second, Transition to the Subject and the point of the message. This is a bridge connecting your introduction to the importance of
the subject and the text and then you suggest the point you are working toward.

For example: Many people want to seek God but they hate the requirements of religion. What does God want? I’ve felt that and then
was surprised to learn that what we need is offered to us as a gift, not an obligation or payment. We see this in our text this morning.
We need to see God offering us a gift, not trapping us in a system of belief.

Third, Your Point. This can also be sub-points, but each point has to be explained and applied in terms of the larger point you are
working toward. It is here that you would explain the text and add any historical information necessary. We’ll keep it simple here.

For example: Notice in these verses that salvation is a gift. Right before it mentions the gift, it says it is not by our doing. Doing?
That’s right. Look at verse 9. Doing means works of religion where we do things to earn salvation or whatever that obligation to God
is. Salvation can’t be earned. That seems clear, but how does salvation come? God has already provided it for us through His grace
(unmerited kindness). He did it. What do we do? We believe, have faith, we trust, we welcome as true what He says He has done. To
receive that gift, we have to trust and receive what He offers.

Fourth, Transition to the Application. This is describing how this truth/point has to be understood or how it is generally
misunderstood.

For example: I have known religious people who have hoped their entire lives, but never known if they had done enough. And at the
same time, they have not known Jesus or His heart. That working didn’t bring them closer to God.

Fifth, The Application. Suggest what they should do.

For example: Does it make sense for us to live in the dark and wonder what God wants when He says stuff like this that is this clear.
We need to go to Him and read and understand what He says. Are you willing to do that? If this is a gift are you willing to learn what
God has done and put out your hands to Him and receive it?

You could stop here but sometimes it is good to add an

Ilustration of the application or challenge to apply the application. This is a story to challenge them to do it.

For example: One night I was at the end of myself. Religion didn’t seem like a help, but I knew there had to be a God, so I prayed, “If

you’re out there I want to know you. I want to know what you want.” I didn’t give up and neither should you. He loves you and He
has the answer that you have been looking for.



Template

Passage

First, The Introduction. This is to capture interest. The introduction illustrates an issue or problem and most
importantly shows why the hearer needs to pay attention.

Second, Transition to the Subject and the point of the message. This is a bridge connecting your
introduction to the importance of the subject and the text and then you suggest the point you are working
toward.

Third, Your Point. This can also be sub-points, but each point has to be explained and applied in terms of the
larger point you are working toward. It is here that you would explain the text and add any historical
information necessary.

Fourth, Transition to the Application. This is describing how this truth/point has to be understood or how it is
generally misunderstood.

Fifth, The Application. Suggest what they should do.

Illustration of the application or challenge to apply the application. This is a story to challenge them to do it.

Conclusion



