What Does Teacher Training Have To Do With Renewing The Blade?

At Renewing the Blade we are convinced that there needs to be a renewal of the hope, expectancy and urgency
of looking for our Lord’s imminent return. Of course this needs to be preached and taught and lived out. It
needs to be woven into our disciple-making and it needs to at the heart of teaching our children. Therefore,
teacher training is vital and crucial and for us, and it should go without saying that anyone who serves needs
support and help and encouragement. They also need to be made disciples. It is a part of our responsibility as
shepherd-teachers in the body.

As our culture and country drift more and more away from a rigorous approach to education, we can’t allow
that to become the same in the church. Yet it is true. Biblical illiteracy is still a crisis. It seems so matter of fact
to say we need media and creative approaches to stem the tide, yet I’m not hearing many people say we need to
return to the basics.

In our media driven culture we need teachers who can teach, who can be taught to present the Bible lesson in a
wise, attractive, personal way. Teaching is interacting, person to person, heart to heart. Teachers need to have
the patience and skill to do that. The skill has to be nurtured and developed. We need skilled craftsmen, or as
Paul told Timothy, people who are studied and approved. This actually becomes the unspoken message to the
child that God and this information is important. It is instructive, maybe even inspiring to see an adult teaching
in a masterful way. What a great model.

Teacher training is also discipleship and shepherding. It is guiding people not only into a skill, but into a deeper
relationship with Christ. This requires personal time and relationship. Disciple-making as we know it best in the
Gospels was Jesus sitting with His guys interacting with them. Concepts get taught but more importantly, they
get caught. Jesus taught about the kingdom, but His very presence and His mission became ingrained in them.
They felt the urgency of the times because of being with Him. They understood the joy of His resurrection and
His future return because of their love for Him.

In some ways, given that teachers teach biblical concepts and are true to the text, a teacher’s love for Jesus is
the most important, and often the missing, element. If a teacher is in love with Jesus, if a teacher is joyfully
living for His return, if a teacher is expressing the urgency of our mission out of love for Christ and honest
concern for the lost, everything comes alive. Children are taught, but they also catch something. Bible stories
and fact pulse with life.

If we are going to renew the blade and re-inspire a generation with the excitement and mandate of Jesus’
imminent return, the real work begins with our children. They need to be taught, but even more, they need to
catch the pulse of this biblical reality. That comes from the teachers as the Holy Spirit is able to move them and
as the teachers allow themselves to be guided to become disciples.

So, in terms of teacher training we are not saying we are going completely retro. I think we should use the
occasional video, but true discipleship is flesh on flesh, person to person, one spirit reaching out to another. We
need to teach skill and we need to model commitment to the truth. And we need to live the reality of our love
for what Jesus has done for us. As we teach, can we love Him with everything we are? Can we celebrate the
coming Kingdom and give it all? Can we wait for our Lord, working for Him with our lamps burning and ready
for His return to open the door the second He knocks?

If so, our children will catch that love, that dedication and that excitement to work in the harvest as we await
with joy the return of our Savior. Maranantha!
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