2 Kings 21:1-18

Manasseh: The Prodigal King 2 Chronicles 33:1-20

Description

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or
PDF formats. This Story Planner shows what is happening in each
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any
images/slides you don'’t require and add your own as needed.

My Notes

2. Manasseh was the son
of King Hezekiah and was
only 12 years old when he
was crowned King of
Judah.

Most commentators agree
that Manasseh was born
during the extra 15 years
Hezekiah was given.

Manasseh knew that
when the Assyrians
had besieged the city
of Jerusalem, his
father Hezekiah had
prayed to God for
help. And God had
delivered them from
their enemies.

Manasseh had been
told the stories about
God and His love.

When | say, “God’s
love,” what do you
think of.

4. As Manasseh grew He
wanted to follow his own
way, not the way of his
father or of God

What is it that makes

people not want to

" g A WX | trust or follow God?
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' d | Butdoes it look like

sin? No, it looks like

they just want what

they want.




Instead of obeying God or
listening to the warnings of
the prophet Isaiah,
Manasseh rebelled.

According to Jewish
tradition, Manasseh
ordered that the prophet
Isaiah should be sawn in
two.

God sent people into

Manasseh’s life to try to
help him but He wouldn’t
listen.

Who did God finally send

into the world to help us?

Jesus is God’s only

perfect Son

He encouraged people to
rebuild the altars to false
gods that his father had
destroyed. These altars
appeared on the high
places throughout the land.

Why is worshiping other
things wrong? They are
not God. Only God is the
creator who created all
people. So all people
should worship Him.

Manasseh then built idols
to the god Baal and
encouraged false worship.

It is important that we
follow and obey the
Lord because
sometimes people are
watching us and they
begin to do what we are
doing.

Despite the fact that God
had forbidden His people
to worship other gods,
Manasseh built an idol to
worship the goddess
Asherah as wicked King
Ahab and his evil wife
Jezebel had done.

9. Manasseh went
from bad to worse, even
putting altars to false
gods in the Temple in
Jerusalem — the very
place God said His Name
would be forever. The
King encouraged people
to worship the planets
and stars. Again, this was
something God had
forbidden.

Eventually the hearts of
many people changed
and they no longer
loved or even knew the
true God.




10. Manasseh’s wickedness
increased as he embraced
forbidden occult practices.
He sought advice from
sorcerers, astrologers and
mediums. He sacrificed his
sons. The King filled
Jerusalem with ‘innocent
blood’ as he murdered
those who stood in his way.
He became the most evil
King of Judea.

This means that when
God sent prophet and
good people to talk to
Manasseh about the
Lord, these people were
killed for their
testimony about God.

Why is worshiping other things wrong? They are not God. Only God is the creator who created all
people. So all people should worship Him. In the Bible God tells us how we have all drifted from Him
because of Sin. Even so, since God made us and we need Him, even if we don’t want the true God, we
make gods of our own.

You can see how great God’s love for us is. Even though we are lost God still tries to help us, forgive us
and make us understand.

In John 1 it says, “In Him was life and the life was the light of men, the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness has not overcome it.”

When a person comes to Jesus he receives forgiveness and life, and the Holy Spirit comes into us to
help us understand. Through the Spirit and the Word of God we know how to love God and how to

help other find Jesus.

All we need to do is to believe and let Jesus into our hearts by asking Him to be our Savior.

What do you think happened to evil king Manasseh?

Is there hope for people like him who are so evil and have hurt so many people?

End of Sunday School




Children’s Church can begin with a review of the awfulness of Manasseh.
God loves all people, but even Manasseh???

11. The Lord warned
Manasseh and the people Note that it never says that the
of Judah but they refused Assyrians came to Jerusalem.
to listen. So God acted in
judgement and brought the .
army commanders of the It is thought that Manasseh was
King of Assyrian to invade captured away from Jerusalem.
the land.
12. They captured Manasseh
and put him in chains. NOVY Manasseh WF)UId be
punished for His sin.
Do you know that even when
we are punished, God still
loves us?
What might God be trying to
do?
13. The Assyrians put a hook .
through Manasseh’s nose What sort of things do peoplg
and led him away all the do today where they are put in
way to Assyria. prison?
Are our police like the
Assyrians? No they are not evil
When we put people in prison
what do we hope happens.
14. The King of Assyria was The Assyrians took Manasseh
also governor of Babylon to Babylon. That is interesting
and Manesseh was taken b M h had d
to this city — known for its ecause Manasse ad made
wickedness. the people sin so much that all
of the people in Judah and
Jerusalem would also be taken
captive to Jerusalem.
When we sin, it hurts others.
15. Manasseh was putin

prison and remained there
for 12 years. He was in
‘great distress’.

Now Manasseh would be
punished for His sin.

Do you know that even when
we are punished, God still
loves us?

What might God be trying to
do when He punishes people
during this time on earth?




16.

Prisoner Manasseh
humbled himself before
God and pleaded for
forgiveness and help. Few
would think he deserved it.
God not only listened to his
plea but was moved by it.
God'’s love and forgiveness
is shown to anyone who
truly repents, even to those
who have done the most
terrible things.

Wow!

When Jesus died and shed His
precious blood, it was while
people did not care, but now if
they repent and confess their
sins...admit they are sinners
and come to Jesus, He will
forgive them.

17.

God answered
Manasseh’s prayer. The
King of Assyria decided to
restore him to be King of
Judah once more.

God was working. At the same
time the prophet Nahum
delivered a blistering word
from God talking about how
Assyria would be punished.

Assyria was afraid of the God
of Israel and they let
Manasseh return to Israel.

18.

Once back in Jerusalem,
Manasseh set about living
to obey God. He got rid of
the idols on the high places
throughout the land.

19.

The altars to false gods in
the temple and city were
pulled down and removed
from the city.

20.

The temple was cleared of
idols and objects that God
had forbidden.

There were a lot of things that
Changed, but what is the most
important thing that has to
change. That’s right, our
hearts.

It is sad to say that the hearts
of the people didn’t change.




21. King Manasseh restored
the altar to God in the
Temple and made
sacrifices and peace
offerings on it.

King Manasseh couldn’t undo
all the wrong he had done but
he tried.

Every person must decide for
themselves if they want to
listen to God. Your King, or
parents or church can’t make
you do that.

22. The King them told the
people to serve God. He
had misled them and set
a very bad example,

but now he urged them to
repent and turn back to
God as he had done.

The people didn’t really listen
to Manasseh. When His son
Amon became king, he didn’t
follow God.

| think as the King saw this He
was very sad yet he kept on
working. |think Manasseh'’s
grandson Josiah noticed his
grandfather’s love for God.
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