Week 21 Manasseh Overview Script

Hi, this is the week 21 overview of the lesson on King Manasseh from the 5 Kings of Judah series.

Please note that | am suggesting using the lesson materials from Free Bible Images. The CEF stuff is great but
since we have to split the lessons between SS and CCH, the FBI lessons have more illustrations.

Regardless of the material you use, SS, you will teach about Manasseh up to but not including him being
captured by the Assyrians. CCH you will cover Manasseh’s capture, imprisonment, repentance and his attempt
to restore worship in Jerusalem. SS will basically talk about how bad Manasseh was and would it be possible
for God to ever love or welcome someone like that? CCH will talk about what God did and how Manasseh
responded in faith, repented and was saved by God.

For SS you have many interesting things to talk about here. How could a great godly king like Hezekiah have
such a wayward son? Every person has to have their own faith, right? Now while there are different views as
to Manasseh’s age when he became king, the majority of teachers, and the weight of the passage itself lean to
the age of 12. Remember too, that the other ways of worship had more bells and whistles and excitement.
You can’t describe the excesses of Baal worship, but you can talk about how easy it is to be loose and go wild,
and not do your homework or clean your room or to be sloppy as opposed to doing what is hard and
unpopular, and follow God.

Remember GOSPEL. This story will ultimately be about God’s love, and how He keeps on loving. When you talk
about sending His Son or the precious blood you can mention that Manasseh was such a great sinner and did
so much evil, that God said He would not forgive that generation but would take them into exile. He did for-
give people who saw what was wrong and asked for help. But, even if he asked, would God forgive Manasseh?

CCH you get to give “the rest of the story.” It is thought that Manasseh’s capture was away from Jerusalem,
but probably still in Israel. There is evidence that the Assyrians were still afraid of Jerusalem and Israel’s God.
Notice that Manasseh was imprisoned in Babylon. Also, during this time God moves the prophet Nahum to
write a violent 3 chapter prophesy against Nineveh. I'll bet this got their attention.

This story can generate lots of questions about how suffering makes us realize that heaven isn’t on earth. That
the point of punishment is really so people can repent. That sometimes when people are strong and feeling
well, they do not think they need God or His help. This is also the effect of sin in us. As evil as Manasseh had
been, when he repented, God heard and delivered him. As unlikely as it seems, we will see Manasseh in
heaven.

We know Manasseh changed because he tried to undo all the wrong he had done. This was good. The people
changed outwardly, but they didn’t change in their hearts. God sees the heart and isn’t fooled just because we
may do something that is good like going to church.

Now as preparation for next week, you can add that Amon, the next king didn’t listen to his father. Yet Josiah
was a boy of six when King Manasseh died. I'll bet he learned from his grandpa. Never give up. Josiah was, in
my opinion, the godliest king of Judah.

| hope you and the kids learn lots by working through this amazing story.
Thank you for your service, Maranantha



