Week 24 Daniel 1 Overview Script

Hi, this is the week 24 overview of Daniel chapter 1. Daniel is a very important book, and often little understood.
Either it is seen as 6 children’s stories or as a blurry apocalyptic vision of future events. Hopefully you'll get a small
glimpse into the greatness of what the Lord does here.

We will be doing Chapter 1 now and then we’ll go into stories in the Gospel of John leading to Jesus’ death and
resurrection. After Easter we will pick up Daniel again and do chapters 2-6.

We are covering chapter one now as a continuation of what Josiah’s devotion to God was used for. Josiah was told
that judgement would come, but he intensified his revival. It was hopeless but he didn’t care. Jeremiah came out
of his revival and so did some young people who got married and had families that resulted in 4 godly teenagers
who were taken in the first wave of exiles to Babylon. With Daniel being taken, the 70 exile began.

Nebuchadnezzar was unique in that he took youth from all the nations he conquered and trained them, winning
their loyalty, and then sent them back into their native countries to serve him in government. That is why Daniel
and the boys are in school. The loyalty test comes in chapter 3. For reasons that will become obvious, Daniel wasn’t
there. Nebuchadnezzar definitely didn’t want anything spooky going on at his event.

It would be good to read Daniel chapter one to get the background. Notice a couple of things. First, Daniel and the
other guys were just a few among the many who were taken from Judah. Also notice the time reference at the end
of the chapter to how long Daniel continued. Actually, Daniel continued longer. Why is the time reference in
chapter 1 important? This, and what happens in chapter two, will tell you why Daniel was most likely in his middle
to late teens.

The Sunday school will work through Daniel 1 in the CEF material. The focus of the lesson with be that Daniel and
the others honored God. You might want to mention that Daniel and the guys were “among” the others who were
taken from Judah. Other kids their age. It isn’t easy to stand strong and honor God when others around you, who
should honor God, don't.

The children’s church will teach the story from the Free Bible Images material. The emphasis of the CCH will be to
show that the boys were a continuation of Josiah’s love for God and that they knew and trusted that God was with
them. God had said that the people would disobey. The bad things that happened were just as God spoke through
Jeremiah. The boys lost many things, but they knew the Lord with them. Their bravery was because they knew
what God had said and that God was still there.

In terms of songs, although we are doing chapter 1, you could still sing Three brave men lived very long ago
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. This is on keruxontonlogon.com under teach training and songs introduced and
demonstrated. Actually, we only get 3 chapters, with these 3 guys so sing it up. The important part of the song that
goes with this story is “God was with them, He never let them go...”. No matter what happens to us, He never lets
us go.

Another oldie but goodie is | have decided to follow Jesus.

Sunday school teachers, you can pick up the materials in the office and then, if you don’t mind, bring them right
back after the lesson. It will be 2 months before you need Daniel again. All the materials are online to see.

Lord bless you as you teach this great story. Marananthal



