Week 28 John 12 Children’s Church Jesus meets some Greeks and Mary Anoints Jesus’ Feet

Some Greeks were also at the
feast. They went to Philip and
asked if they could see Jesus.

Philip went to Andrew and
they both went and spoke to
Jesus.

Not said in the text but
inferred, Jesus probably
talked to them and let them
ask their questions.

Key thought: Jesus accepts those who come to Him and He accepts our service for Him.

These stories fill out the
narrative of John 12. No
other writer tells us that
these Gentile men came to
worship at the temple. This
has meaning when we know
that on this visit, though not
mentioned by John, Jesus
also cleansed the temple
saying it was to have been a
house of prayer for the
Nations (=Gentiles).

Jesus was willing to see these
men even though they were
not Jews.

Remember He said that He
had other sheep?

God loves all people and will
welcome them if they come to
His Son.




When Jesus finished talking
with them He knew this
had been a sign to Him
from His Father that it was
time for Him to give His life
for all men.

The Gentiles would come
to God and the Church
would be born.

Jesus said:

Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit.

25 He who loves his life
loses it, and he who hates
his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life.

26 If any one serves me, he
must follow me; and where
| am, there shall my servant
be also; if any one serves
me, the Father will honor
him.

27 "Now is my soul
troubled. And what shall |
say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour'? No, for this
purpose | have come to this
hour.

Jesus knew He had to die for
us.

This is Jesus’” example of

"~ | what He would do. If He
ied, many would be saved.
| died Id b d

After Jesus rose, He was the
only new person, but in the
book of ACTS, many people
became believers

And today, many people
belong to Jesus’ church.

Because Jesus served us in
this way, He wants us to
serve others too, by telling
them about Jesus.




28 Father, glorify thy name." Then a
voice came from heaven, "l have
glorified it, and | will glorify it again."

29 The crowd standing by heard it
and said that it had thundered. Others
said, "An angel has spoken to him."

30 Jesus answered, "This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine.

31 Now is the judgment of this world,
now shall the ruler of this world be
cast out;

32 and I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men to myself."

33 He said this to show by what
death he was to die.

34 The crowd answered him, "We
have heard from the law that the
Christ remains for ever. How can you
say that the Son of man must be lifted
up? Who is this Son of man?"

35 Jesus said to them, "The light is
with you for a little longer. Walk while
you have the light, lest the darkness
overtake you; he who walks in the
darkness does not know where he
goes.

36 While you have the light, believe
in the light, that you may become
sons of light." When Jesus had said
this, he departed and hid himself from
them.

37 Though he had done so many
signs before them, yet they did not
believe in him;

There they made him a
supper; Martha served,
and Lazarus was one of
those at table with him.

“Being lifted up”
apparently was slang for
being crucified. The
crowd said the Christ
couldn’t die.

They needed to trust and
believe Jesus’ words.

They still didn’t understand
that the Messiah was the
Good Shepherd who would lay
down His life for the sheep.

This is where Jesus departed
to. It was a very long
Wednesday and the action
wasn’t over.

They made a dinner in honor
of Jesus.

According to Matt. 26 and
Mark 14 this meal happened
on Tuesday or Wednesday
evening.

| take the view that John was
simply summarizing what took
place at Bethany. Notice John
11:2 is also a summary
statement.

Jesus might have felt honored
that they made a special meal
for Him, but the real honor
was yet to come.

How do we honor Jesus?
What can we do?




3 Mary took a pound of
costly ointment of pure
nard and anointed the
feet of Jesus and wiped
his feet with her hair;
and the house was filled
with the fragrance of the
ointment.

4 But Judas Iscariot, one
of his disciples (he who
was to betray him), said,

5 "Why was this
ointment not sold for
three hundred denarii
and given to the poor?"

6 This he said, not that
he cared for the poor but
because he was a thief,
and as he had the money
box he used to take what
was putinto it.

Mary wasn’t the most
important person there. |
think she was looked at as
being simple. Martha was the
real leader. But Mary had
learned at Jesus’ feet and
loved Him very much.

Jesus had even told Martha
that this was very important.

So Mary let herself act like a
servant and anoint Jesus with
this very expensive ointment.

In what ways are you willing
to serve Jesus?

In what ways are you willing
to humble yourself to serve
Him?

Are you wondering what the
disciples were thinking?

Did they think this was a good
thing?

No.

Judas not only showed
disrespect for Mary but he
was also putting down Jesus.

In fact, Judas got all of the
other disciples to criticize
Mary.




7 Jesus said, "Let her alone, let
her keep it for the day of my
burial.

The meaning is that she had
bought it for His burial, but is
using it now.

8 The poor you always have
with you, but you do not
always have me."

Jesus said that what Mary had
done was a preparation for His
burial and this would always.
Be remembered of Her.

According to John many
people were gathered to see
Lazarus, who had been raised
from the dead.

This means they would also
have seen Mary do this.

It was that evening when
Judas went out and met
secretly with the chief priests
and said that He would betray
Jesus.
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It seems that Mary really
had believed when Jesus
said He would die. So she
bought this expensive
ointment for Jesus.

She didn’t understand
about the resurrection but
she believed His Words and
kept trusting Him.

Judas was proud in his
heart and probably didn’t
like Jesus saying this.

What Jesus said is true.
Wherever the Gospel has
been told, this act of
kindness and service to
Jesus has always been
mentioned.

It is hard to serve Jesus
when you think others will
not like it or they will
misunderstand what you
are doing.

If we love Jesus and trust
Him, we simply follow Him.

Some people will not
understand and some
might get mad, like Judas,
but God is pleased.




