
Week 28  John 12:1-50  Jesus Enters Jerusalem, The Greeks seek Jesus and Mary anoints Jesus. 
 
Hi, this is the week 28 overview for John 12. The SS will be teaching the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem from John 12:12-19.  CCH will be teaching about Jesus’ meeting with the Greeks, and what 
followed, and they will close the lesson with Mary anointing Jesus. 
 
In John 12, John begins with a summary of sorts mentioning that Bethany was the place where Jesus first 
arrived after coming from Jericho. It was here that He had raised Lazarus and Mary anointed Jesus’ feet here 
too. Mark more accurately says that the anointing happened two days before the Passover, that is Wednesday 
evening (Mark 14:1). At this point it isn’t necessary to lay out all of the chronology, but this is the reasoning for 
talking about the anointing at the end of John 12. Remember, John’s writing this about 60 years after the events. 
 
The events of this chapter probably took place on Sunday, then on Tuesday with the Greeks, and the anointing 
by Mary and Judas’ secret visit were on Wednesday evening. 
 
SS, your lesson will only talk about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. I know that this Sunday isn’t Palm Sunday, but 
Jesus had a very action packed week, so we’ll use the next 3 weeks to include some of those stories. John is the 
only writer who tells us that the reason the people came to join the procession was because Jesus had raised 
Lazarus weeks earlier. While the people celebrated Jesus’ entry the right way, they did it for the wrong reasons. 
Jesus’ power in raising Lazarus might have been proof for them that Jesus was coming to be the reigning king, 
but they didn’t understand that Jesus was coming to give His life as a payment for our sin. 
 
Teachers, there are a lot of lessons you can bring out of this material, but the most important is that Jesus 
willingly came to give His life for us. The people were happy but didn’t understand fully. The Pharisees and 
Priests were offended at Jesus doing this. Yet, as Jesus was doing this, His Father was continually encouraging 
Him and fulfilling prophesies and Scripture. Would we be willing to face this kind of opposition to help others 
know about Jesus? If so, I think the Father will encourage us too. 
 
In the CCH you will talk 1st about the Greeks who came to see Jesus. Although John doesn’t mention this 
cleansing of the temple, it is interesting to notice that in this cleansing Jesus states that the temple was meant to 
be a house of prayer for the Gentiles/nations. Now, these Gentile worshipers show up and want to speak to 
Jesus. This is not only a look to the future where Israel will fulfill their ministry to the world, but it is also 
looking toward the beginning of the church.  
 
As the Greeks come to Jesus, He says that the time has come. Notice that the people still didn’t understand. In 
contrast to Mary’s anointing of Jesus, the people didn’t want to just trust that what Jesus said was going to 
happen.  How could the Son of Man be crucified? The emphasis of this part of the story is to come to Jesus and 
just trust what He says. 
 
When Mary anoints Jesus, the point will be to serve Him. Mary was very simple, but had great faith and love 
for Jesus. The disciples, led by Judas, were the practical theologians. If you compare Mark 14, you notice the 
“they” in verse 5. Judas got the others to join in with his criticism. 
 
Jesus issued a rebuke. Mary had done a great thing, a beautiful thing. Apparently, she had believed that Jesus 
would die and so had already bought this ointment for His burial. She was so moved this evening, that she 
anointed Him now. Mark 14:10 tells us that Judas went out after this and made the agreement to betray Jesus. It 
could be that that rebuke from Jesus struck Judas’ dishonesty and made him mad enough to betray Jesus. 
 
The bottom line is, simple, loving Mary was the true servant and Jesus wants us to be those kinds of servants. 
 
So, we are entering into the weeks before Easter. Thank you for taking the time to learn these important lessons 
to share with our children. Maranantha! 


