Week 30 John 18 Jesus Arrest, Betrayal and Trials

Hi, this is an overview of week 30, John 18, Jesus’ arrest, betrayal and trials. Sunday School will teach this
lesson to verse 12, that is, Jesus’ time in Gethsemane, His betrayal, Peter cutting off the man’s ear and Jesus’
arrest. The CCH will do the rest of the chapter up to Jesus’ trial by Pilate.

For you parents at home during this time of the Coronavirus, I would recommend that you download the
powerpoint and the lesson and just show it and discuss the pictures. What you do really depends on the ages of
your children. You can do part of the lesson or all of it. The time you spend doing this with your kids talking
about this is priceless. According to Deuteronomy, parents were to be the SS teachers of Israel.

For example, you can ask questions like, “What does it look like Peter is doing back there?” Chopping off
someone’s ear! There is also a picture of Jesus after the text says He was struck, that looks like the left side of
His face was puffy, like He had been hit.

Everyone will notice that John’s Gospel leaves out lots of details, but includes other things not found in the
other 3 Gospels. For example, John gets us to the garden but doesn’t mention Jesus’ prayer.

John talks about the soldiers falling backward, He mentions Peter being let into the courtyard by John, he tells
us Jesus was struck and we have lots of dialogue from Pilate.

The emphasis for all the groups will be “How much Jesus loves us” as shown by what He was willing to go
through for us. Mention that Jesus could have saved Himself at any time. But it was only on the cross that He
could pay for our sin. He really, really loves us.

So, Sunday School, you will go from Gethsemane to Jesus being arrested. Feel free to look at the other Gospels
to bring in other information, for example Jesus telling Peter He could have asked for the Father to send an
army of angels. You can also mention the young man running home when they grabbed his sheet and emphasize
always going out properly dressed. BTW, it is thought that Judas led the soldiers first to the house of John Mark
where the Passover had been (the last place Judas saw Jesus) and in the commotion JM was wakened and
followed the mob to the garden, though not properly dressed.

CCH you get to tell the rest of the story, but not quiet, because it will pick up again next week. You too can add
detail from the other Gospels, as I do, with Jesus turning and looking Peter in the eyes when he denied Jesus the
third time. Mention how much Jesus must love us, being willing to go through all of that. Feel free to leave the
lesson as a cliffhanger since next week Pilate will try to play chess with the Jews to get Jesus freed, but that that
will fail. In fact, Jesus winds up getting two pre-crucifixion beatings as a result.

Next week, April 5" (Palm Sunday) will be the conclusion of the trial and the crucifixion of Jesus. Then we will
be ready to celebrate on April 12 when Jesus rises from the dead.

So, in thinking about songs, this is a good place to mention to teachers and parents that this website has some
things to look at under teacher training. CEF growing songs for children is something good to check out and just
listen to snippets of songs. If you like them, you can probably find them on YouTube. For example, the second
verse of Countdown, talks about the resurrection. It’s a fun song and we do have a visual for this. Making your
own visuals would also be very easy.

And you can also go to www.youtube.com/masteroftheology/videos and you’ll find some songs, including Tony
Chestnut, some kids stories, a Good Friday video called CBFR. These are some resources I’ve done that, I
haven’t moved to this site yet. Lord bless you as you teach this lesson. Maranatha



